
 1 

Chillicothe City School District 

Chillicothe High School 

Language Arts II Syllabus  

CHS Language Arts 

 

Contact Information:   Parents may contact me by phone, email or visiting the school.   

 

Teacher:  Mr. Jeffrey R. Fisher 

Email Address:  jeff.fisher@ccsd.us 

Phone Number:  (740) 702-2287 ext. 2122 or 2542 

Online: http://www.chillicothe.k12.oh.us/schools/chs/ 

 

District Vision Statement:  The Chillicothe City School District will achieve excellence 

in all areas by preparing students to be productive lifelong learners and citizens in a 

global economy. Stakeholders will view the district as successful and operating with the 

highest levels of commitment, integrity and trust. 

 

District Mission Statement:  The mission of the Chillicothe City School District is to 

provide all of our children with an excellent academic opportunity through a diversified, 

compassionate, student-focused curriculum. 

 

Purpose of class: 

Language Arts II 

 This course provides opportunities for students to study literary periods in relation 

to major historical events in America.  Through reading and discussion, students identify 

the cultural, political, and ethnic influences prevalent during periods in American history.  

Students will read and respond to various literary genres. 

 Students will write various pieces for the sophomore writing portfolio such as:  

expository, narrative, and persuasive writings.  Other writings produced will be 

informative, comparison and contrast, literary response, and research/career exploration 

pieces. 

 Vocabulary development is extended.  Study skills, including test-taking 

strategies, are incorporated.  Students will develop and deliver a speech/presentation. 

 

Textbook:  The Language of Literature:  American Literature, McDougal Littell, 

2006. 

         Language Network, McDougal Littell, 2001. 

 

Objective:  Facts/Concepts/Skills:  SWBAT (students will be able to) 

Ç Analyze and explain a variety of literary devices. 

Ç Apply appropriate reading strategies for a complex novel. 

Ç Use reading comprehension skills in order to answer an array of thought 

provoking questions about the novelôs characters, themes, plot, and structure. 

Ç Read a complex novel. 

Ç Become active readers through proper teaching and study questions. 

Ç Learn how to connect literature to the real life experiences. 
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Ç Better understand how grammar is used in literature as we cover various 

grammatical skills during the teaching of the novel unit. 

Ç Begin to become analytical about the text, thinking past simple comprehension 

and consider what and why the author and text is stating a certain fact or belief. 

Ç Understand how important the setting (time and place) is in a novel. 

Ç Learn and understand the various literary elements involved with reading a novel.  

These literary elements include: 

o Setting  

Á Time 

Á Place 

o Characters 

Á Antagonist 

Á Protagonist 

o Point of View 

Á First person 

Á Third person limited 

Á Third person omniscient 

o Theme 

o Conflict 

Á External 

¶ Man vs. Man (2 characters in a story) 

¶ Man vs. Nature (character against the forces of nature) 

¶ Man vs. Society (character experiences the results of 

breaking the rules of society or living contrary to societyôs 

expectations) 

Á Internal 

¶ Man vs. Self (inner conflict or struggle of a character) 

o Juxtaposition 

o Plot Line 

Á Introduction 

Á Rising action 

Á Climax 

Á Falling action 

Á Conclusion 

Ç Write on a variety of journal topics that apply in some way to the teaching of the 

novel. 

Ç Manage their time effectively as they will have to complete and turn in work for 

this unit. 

Ç Work well with others as throughout this unit the class will be in groups and be 

asked to do a variety of group activities. 

Ç Become more proficient and comfortable with various literary elements and 

vocabulary. 

Ç Become more proficient and comfortable with doing research. 

Ç Understand and accept language that is foreign to them but relates to the 

setting/time period of the novel. 

Ç Identify social classes/distinctions set up in the novel. 
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Ç Complete a variety of assignments in order for them to practice reading 

comprehension, analyzing literature, teamwork, acceptance, and understanding. 

Ç Complete a variety of quizzes that gauge the studentôs understanding of the 

material presented in this unit. 

Ç Complete a short novel unit final exam that will gauge the studentôs 

understanding of the various material (literary elements, vocabulary, authors, 

short stories, etc.) presented in this unit and prepare them for end of the 9 weeks 

quarterly assessment exams and OGT testing. 

 

Pupil Performance Objectives:  Ohio Content Standards:  SWBAT 

1. Standards/Benchmarks 

Ç Acquisition of Vocabulary Standard (#2):  Students acquire vocabulary through 

exposure to language-rich situations, such as reading books and other texts and 

conversing with adults and peers. 

A. Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new 

vocabulary. 

B. Examine the relationships of analogical statements to infer word 

meanings.  

C. Recognize the importance and function of figurative language. 

D. Explain how different events have influenced and changed the English 

language. 

E. Apply knowledge of roots and affixes to determine the meanings of 

complex words and subject area vocabulary. 

F. Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary. 

Ç Concepts of Print, Comprehension Strategies and Self-Monitoring Strategies 

Standard (#3):  Students develop and learn to apply strategies that help them to 

comprehend and interpret informational and literary texts. 

A. Apply reading comprehension strategies to understand grade- 

appropriate text. 

B. Demonstrate comprehension of print and electronic text by responding 

to questions (e.g., literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing). 

C. Use appropriate self-monitoring strategies for comprehension. 

Ç Informational, Technical and Persuasive Text Standard (#4):  Students gain 

information from reading for purposes of learning about a subject, doing a job, 

making decisions and accomplishing a task. Students need to apply the reading 

process to various types of informational texts, including essays. 

A. Evaluate how features and characteristics make information accessible 

and usable and how structures help authors achieve their purposes. 

B. Identify examples of rhetorical devices and valid and invalid 

inferences, and explain how authors use these devices to achieve their 

purposes and reach their intended audiences. 

C. Explain and analyze how an author appeals to an audience and 

develops an argument or viewpoint in text. 

Ç Literary Text Standard (#5):  Students enhance their understanding of the human 

story by reading literary texts that represent a variety of authors, cultures and eras. 



 4 

A. Analyze interactions between characters in literary text and how the 

interactions affect the plot. 

B. Explain and analyze how the context of setting and the authorôs choice 
of point of view impact a literary text. 

C. Identify the structural elements of the plot and explain how an author 

develops conflicts and plot to pace the events in literary text. 

D. Identify similar recurring themes across different works. 

E. Analyze the use of a genre to express a theme or topic. 

F. Identify and analyze how an author uses figurative language, sound 

devices and literary techniques to shape plot, set meaning and develop 

tone. 

Ç Writing Conventions Standard (#8):  Students learn to master writing conventions 

through exposure to good models and opportunities for practice. Writing 

conventions include spelling, punctuation, grammar and other conventions 

associated with forms of written text 

A. Use correct spelling conventions. 

B. Use correct punctuation and capitalization. 

C. Demonstrate understanding of the grammatical conventions of the 

English language. 

Ç Research Standard (#9):  Students define and investigate self-selected or assigned 

issues, topics and problems. They locate, select and make use of relevant 

information from a variety of media, reference and technological sources. 

Students use an appropriate form to communicate their findings. 

A. Formulate open-ended research questions suitable for investigation 

and adjust questions as necessary while research is conducted. 

B. Evaluate the usefulness and credibility of data and sources. 

C. Organize information from various resources and select appropriate 

sources to support central ideas, concepts and themes. 

D. Use style guides to produce oral and written reports that give proper 

credit for sources (e.g., words, ideas, images and information) and 

include an acceptable format for source acknowledgement. 

E. Communicate findings, reporting on the substance and processes 

orally, visually and in writing or through multimedia. 

Ç Communications: Oral and Visual Standard (#10):  Students learn to 

communicate effectively through exposure to good models and opportunities for 

practice. By speaking, listening and providing and interpreting visual images, they 

learn to apply their communication skills in increasingly sophisticated ways. 

A. Use a variety of strategies to enhance listening comprehension. 

E.   Give informational presentations that present ideas in a logical 

sequence include relevant facts and details from multiple sources and use 

a consistent organizational structure. 

G.  Give presentations using a variety of delivery methods, visual displays 

and technology. 

 

Expectations: 
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Ç I give no grades!  You must earn them through your own effort.  My desire is for 

EACH student to pass this class with the absolute best grade possible.  I want you 

to succeed! 

Ç All assignments must be turned in on time and be completed with maximum 

effort. 

 

Course Material: 

Ç Textbook 

Ç Novels 

Ç Notes (Usually incomplete PowerPoint notes will be provided). 

Ç Assignments 

Ç Composition Notebooks 

Ç Paper 

Ç Pencil 

Ç Notebook:  3-ring binder  

 

Notebooks: 

Ç You are required to have a composition notebook in my class.  The notebook is a 

100-sheet/200 page front and back notebook that will be used for journal entries 

and readerôs response journals.  Your notebook should be neatly organized (with a 

table of contents).  You will be graded on your ability to keep your notebook 

throughout the year.  You can buy these composition notebooks at Wal-Mart for 

$0.50. 

Ç I strongly recommend you have a 3 ring binder for my class (1-2 inch 3 ring 

binder at Office Max will cost $3).  You will put all homework, class work, notes, 

vocabulary words, handouts, quizzes, etc. in your notebook (basically do not 

throw away anything).  Your notebook should be neatly organized.   

o You may receive extra credit based on your ability to keep your notebook 

throughout each quarter. 

o See your notebook requirements handout for organizational tips.  

Ç Notebooks will be kept in class my classroom: 

o The two containers by the door are labeled.   

o Prior to class starting get your notebook out of the container and sit down. 

o After the bell rings but your notebook back in the proper container. 

o You may take your notebook home with you to study or complete 

homework/class work as long as you notify me that you are doing so. 

 

Evaluation: 

Ç The grade YOU EARN in this class will be based on how well you complete the 

requirements of this course.  These requirements include essays, exams, quizzes, 

homework, class work, presentations, notebooks/journals, etc.  Your 

notebook/journal will be graded at the end of each nine weeks.  You will be given 

exams at the end of chosen chapters, units, grading periods, and semesters. 

Ç Unit Exams 

Ç Quarterly Exams 

Ç Essays:  Narrative, Expository, Persuasive, Research, and Speech (Written) 
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Ç Presentations:  Variety of Speeches/Presentations 

Ç Semester and Final Exams 

 

Grading:  

Ç Exams, Essays, Presentations   50%   

Ç Homework,      10% 

Ç Class Work/Group Work   10% 

Ç Quarterly Assessment Exams   10% 

Ç Journal      10% 

Ç Quizzes     10% 

Ç Class Participation (Notebook)  Bonus 

 

Grading Scale: 

Ç The grading scale for Chillicothe High School can be found in the student 

handbook. 

 

 

CHS TENTATIVE  Language Arts II Schedule 

This is an overview of what will be covered in your Language Arts II course at CHS for 

the school year.  Although, I would like to follow this plan verbatim this yearsô 

tentative schedule is subject to change (at the teachersô discretion). 

1
st
 9 Weeks:  (Poetry Unit mixed in on Fridays) 

Week 1:  Introductory Material/ Pre-comprehensive exams 

Week 2:  Discuss Pre-comprehensive exams (5 paragraph essay format)/American Lit. 

Book Pre-Unit (Short Story Active Reading Activities) 

Week 3-7:  Intro. to Short Story Unit/Short Story Unit  

Week 8:  Short Story/Poetry Unit Exam and Quarterly Assessment Exams 

Week 9-10:  Quarterly Assessment Exams and Narrative Writing Project 

2
nd

 9 Weeks:  (Poetry Unit mixed in on Fridays) 

Week 1-3:  American Novel Unit:  To Kill a Mockingbird 

Thanksgiving Break 

Week 4-6:  American Novel Unit:  To Kill a Mockingbird 

Christmas Break 

Week 7-8:  American Novel Unit:  To Kill a Mockingbird 

Week 8:  Quarterly Assessment Exams 

Week 9:  Semester Exams (To Kill a Mockingbird Exam) 

3
rd

 9 Weeks: (Poetry Unit mixed in on Fridays) 

Week 1-5:  Research Project Unit 

Week 6:  Shirley Jacksonôs ñThe Lotteryò, Literature Focus:  Drama Pg. 908-909, and 

The Crucible Pre-Unit Activities [2days].) 

Week 7-8:  American Drama Unit:  The Crucible  

Week 9:  Quarterly Assessment 

4
th

 9 Weeks: (Poetry Unit mixed in on Fridays) 

Week 1-4:  American Drama Unit:  The Crucible   

Week 5-9:  American Novel Unit:  The Great Gatsby  

Week 10:  Finals Week 
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Sophomore Writing Portfolios: 

Á Persuasive Essay:  Pre-comprehensive exams 

Á Narrative Essay:  Short Story Unit 

Á Responses to Literature:  TKAM Novel Unit 

o Character Essay (Ch. 1-11) 

o Theme/Conflict Essay (Ch. 1-11) 

o Trial Essay (Ch. 17-21) 

Á Description/Response to Literature:  TKAM Novel Unit Final Project 

Á Research/Job Applications:  Research Unit 

Á Compare/Contrast Essay:  The Crucible Drama Unit 

Á Informational  Essay:  The Great Gatsby Novel Unit 

Á Informal Writings:   Daily journal activities and other impromptu writing 

assignments will satisfy this requirement. 

Á Written Speech:  To be presented in class as well 

 

 

CHS Course Syllabus 

 

After you have reviewed the preceding packet of information with your parent(s) or 

guardian(s), please sign this sheet and return it to me so that I can verify you understand 

what I expect out of each and every one of my students. 

 

Student Name (please print):  _____________________________________ 

 

Student Signature:  _____________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Name (please print):  ______________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ______________________________________ 

Date:  _______________________________________________________ 

 


